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PART 2. DEFINITIONS

%)
pd
2. DEFINITIONS o
=
Throughout the EGA Handicap System whenever a word or expression is used =z
which is defined within the following definitions, the word or expression is Lu']
printed in italics. o
The Definitions are arranged in alphabetical order. For Definitions in relation to N
the USGA Course and Slope Rating System, see also Appendix A. E
<
2.1 AFFILIATED CLUB o
An “Affiliated Club” is a golf club affiliated to a National Association or Area
Authority or any other organization affiliated to or recognized by the Na-
tional Association Or Area Authority @S Handicapping Authority.
Note: Any organization in a country other than an Affiliated Club must first
obtain written authorization from the National Association or Area Authority
in order to use the EGA Handicap System and to be recognized as Handicap-
ping Authority.
2.2 AREA AUTHORITY
An “Area Authority” is an authority appointed by a National Association
to act on behalf of that National Association for the purposes of the EGA
Handicap System within a specified area.
2.3 BUFFER ZONE
The “Buffer Zone” is the range of Stableford scores within which the
player’s EGA Exact Handicap remains unchanged.
A Stableford score is in a player’s Buffer Zone when it is within the follow-
ing bands for his Handicap Category :
Handicap Buffer Zones (Stableford Points)
Category 18-holes scores 9-holes scores
1 35-36 not applicable
2 34 -36 not applicable
3 33-36 35-36
4 32-36 34 -36
5 31-36 33-36
Note: Buffer Zones for 9-holes scores are different from Buffer Zones for
18-holes scores in order to make them comparable for handicapping
purposes.
11
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24 COMPETITION STABLEFORD ADJUSTMENT (CSA)
The “Competition Stableford Adjustment” is an adjustment factor to be
made to a player’s Stableford score following each round of a Qualifying
Competition pursuant to clause 20.6

Note 1: The CSA is calculated for handicapping purposes by following the
procedure set out in Appendix D.

Note 2: The EGA strongly recommends the National Associations to adopt
the CSA system, effective from 1 January 2007.

2.5 COURSE RATING
The “Course Rating” is the mark that indicates the evaluation of the
playing difficulty of a course for Scratch Golfers under normal course and
weather conditions. It is expressed as strokes taken to one decimal place,
and is based on yardage and other obstacles to the extent that they affect
the scoring ability of a Scratch Golfer (see Part 3, clause 3).

Note: A Course Rating is equal to the average of the better half of a Scratch
Golfer’s scores under normal conditions.

2.6 DISTANCE POINT
A “Distance Point” is the position of a visible permanent marker indicating
the point from which the length of a hole is measured.

Note 1: The accurate placement of the permanent marker is imperative in
the process of rating golf courses.

Note 2: In order to maximize the use of the entire teeing area, Distance
Markers, such as concrete slabs, paving stones or posts, should be installed
at the side and opposite the middle of each set of Tees. The markers should
be inscribed with metres and/or yards to indicate the length of the hole.

2.7 EGA
The “EGA” means the European Golf Association.

2.8 EGA EXACT HANDICAP (= EXACT HANDICAP)
An “EGA Exact Handicap” is the EGA’s mark that represents the golfing
ability of a player on a course of standard relative playing difficulty (Slope
Rating of 113).
The EGA Exact Handicap is calculated in accordance with the regulations of
the EGA Handicap System and is expressed as a number of strokes taken to
one decimal place.

Note 1: The EGA Exact Handicap is used for conversion to an EGA Playing
Handicap.

12
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Note 2: If a player’s Exact Handicap is 0.0 he is called a Scratch Golfer.
Exact Handicaps below 0.0 are referred to as “Plus” handicaps
(see Definition 2.31).

Note 3: An EGA Exact Handicap should only be acceptable for entry into
Qualifying Competitions if it is based on four (4) or more Qualifying Scores in
a calendar year (see clause 22 and 26).

DEFINITIONS

2.9 EGA HANDICAP
An “EGA Handicap” is an Exact Handicap issued under the jurisdiction of
a National Association and attained and adjusted in accordance with the
provisions of the EGA Handicap System.

PART 2.

2.10 EGA HANDICAP SYSTEM
The “EGA Handicap System” is the EGA’s method of evaluating golf abili-
ties so that players of different standards can compete in handicap events
on equal terms.
Any reference to the EGA Handicap System includes all of the
requirements and procedures as described in this system.
The term “EGA Handicap System” is a registered trademark of the EGA.

2.11 EGA PLAYING HANDICAP (= PLAYING HANDICAP)
An “EGA Playing Handicap” is the number of Handicap Strokes a player re-
ceives for a specific set of Tees at the course being played (see clause 19).
The Playing Handicap is expressed as a whole number (0.5 is rounded up-
wards, -0,5 (“plus” 0.5) rounds upwards to O (scratch) and -1.5 (“plus”
1.5) to -1 (“plus” 1).

Note 1: If a player’s Playing Handicap is negative (a so-called “Plus” Playing
Handicap) he gives Handicap Strokes to the course, commencing at stroke
index 18.

Note 2: The Playing Handicap is considered to be the “Handicap” referred to
in Rule 6-2 of the Rules of Golf.

2.12 EGA PLAYING HANDICAP FORMULA
The “EGA Playing Handicap Formula” converts EGA Exact Handicaps into
EGA Playing Handicaps:
Playing Handicap = Exact Handicap X (Slope Rating / 113) + (Course Rating
- Par)

2.13 EGA PLAYING HANDICAP TABLE (= Playing Handicap Table)
An “EGA Playing Handicap Table” is a table that converts Exact Handicaps
to Playing Handicaps based on the Slope Rating, Course Rating and Par for a
specific set of Tees.

2.14 EXACT HANDICAP (see EGA EXACT HANDICAP)

13
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2.15 EXTRA DAY SCORE (EDS)
An “Extra Day Score” is a Stableford score returned under Handicap Condi-
tions, other than in a Qualifying Competition, and complying with the re-
quirements of clause 18.

2.16 HANDICAP ALLOWANCE
A “Handicap Allowance” is the number of Handicap Strokes a player
receives in a handicap competition. It is the percentage of the Playing
Handicap determined by the Committee in charge of the competition.

Note 1: A player with a “Plus” Playing Handicap gives Handicap Strokes t0
the course, commencing at stroke index 18.

Note 2: Handicap Allowances vary for different forms of competition.(see
Appendix F, F-2).

Note 3: The Handicap Allowance in a Qualifying Round is:
100 % X Playing Handicap

Note 4: The Handicap Allowance is considered to be the “number of strokes
received” referred to in Rule 6-2 of the Rules of Golf.

2.17 HANDICAP CATEGORIES
EGA Exact Handicaps are divided into the following five “Handicap Categories”:

Handicap Category EGA Exact Handicap
1 - 44
2 45 -114
3 115 -184
4 185 - 26.4
5 26.5 - 36.0

2.18 HANDICAP COMMITTEE
The “Handicap Committee” is the body appointed by an Affiliated Club to
administer the EGA Handicap System within the club.

2.19 HANDICAP CONDITIONS

”’Handicap Conditions” are the prerequisite conditions under which Quali-

fying Scores may be returned for handicapping purposes.

Handicap Conditions only apply when:

- The round is played over a Measured Course with a measured length of not
less than 2750 metres over 18 holes, or 1375 metres over 9 holes.

- The course being played has been rated by the National Association or Area
Authority in accordance with the USGA Course Rating System.

14
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- The length of the course played does NOT vary from the length of the
Measured Course by more than 100 metres over 18 holes, or 50 metres
over 9 holes (see clause 10).

- The tee-markers used to designate the Teeing Ground (the Rules
of Golf, Definitions) are placed on the Tees in accordance with
clause 10.4

- The round is played in accordance with the Rules of Golf approved by
R&A Rules Limited.

- The form of play is either Stroke play, Par or Stableford, provided that Par
and Stableford are played with full Handicap Allowance (= 100% X Playing
Handicap).

- The score is marked by a Marker (see Definition 2.25)

DEFINITIONS

PART 2.

2.20 HANDICAPPING AUTHORITY
The “Handicapping Authority” for a player who is a member of an Affili-
ated Club is his Home Club or his National Association if appropriate.
For players who are not a member of an Affiliated Club, the National As-
sociation or Area Authority may assume the responsibility as Handicapping
Authority as directed by the National Association.

2.21 HANDICAPPING & COURSE RATING COMMITTEE OF THE EGA
The “Handicapping and Course Rating Committee of the EGA” is the body
appointed by the Executive Committee of the EGA to establish, maintain
and regulate the EGA Handicap System for adoption by the National Associa-
tions.

2.22 HANDICAP STROKE
A “Handicap Stroke” is a stroke which a player is entitled to deduct from
his gross score.

Note: A player with a “Plus” Playing Handicap adds to his gross score.

2.23 HANDICAP STROKE INDEX
A “Handicap Stroke Index” on the score card indicates the order of holes
at which Handicap Strokes are to be given or received.
A Handicap Stroke Index shall be published for each course (Rule 33-4 of the
Rules of Golf).

Note: A player with a “Plus” Playing Handicap gives Handicap Strokes to the
course commencing at stroke index 18.

2.24 HOME CLUB
A player’s “Home Club” is an Affiliated Club of which the player is a member.

Note 1: If the player is a member of more than one Affiliated Club in a
country he shall nominate one as his Home Club.

15
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Note 2: In exceptional circumstances, if a player resides in two different
countries for periods of three or more consecutive months, he may have a
Home Club in each country (see also Appendix G, Decision 4.3).

2.25 MARKER
A “Marker” is a player (a) who holds or has held an EGA Handicap or
(b) a player who holds a handicap from a handicapping authority recog-
nized by the National Association or (c) any other player approved by the
Handicap Committee.

2.26  MEASURED COURSE
A “Measured Course” is any rated course with a measured length that has
been reviewed by the National Association or Area Authority, in accordance
with the requirements of clause 4. and Appendix A, section 12.

2.27 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
A “National Association” is any national golf organization affiliated to the
EGA and authorized to act on behalf of the EGA for the administration of
the EGA Handicap System within its own country.

2.28 PERIOD FOR PREFERRED LIES
The “Period for Preferred Lies” is the period of time, determined by the
National Association or Area Authority, during which Handicap Conditions will
apply notwithstanding the application of a Local Rule for “Preferred Lies”
as a result of adverse conditions throughout a course.

National Associations may determine the Period for Preferred Lies in their own coun-
try as they deem to be necessary on account of climatic or other conditions.

2.29 PLAYING HANDICAP (see EGA PLAYING HANDICAP)
2.30 PLAYING HANDICAP TABLE (see EGA PLAYING HANDICAP TABLE)

2.31 “PLUS HANDICAP”
A “Plus Handicap” is any Exact Handicap or Playing Handicap lower than 0.0

Note 1: Mathematically a “Plus Handicap” has a negative value although
the word “Plus” suggests the opposite.

Note 2: A player with a “Plus” Playing Handicap must add (+) Handicap
Stroke(s) to his gross score.

2.32 QUALIFYING COMPETITION
A “Qualifying Competition” is any competition in which Handicap Condi-
tions prevail.

16
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Note: Where the National Association has adopted the system of Competition

Stableford Adjustment, the CSA shall be calculated at the conclusion of each %
round of Qualifying Competition as directed in Appendix D. ®)
|_
2.33 QUALIFYING ROUND z
A “Quallf_ylng R(_)und"_ls any round in a Qualifying Competition or a round Lu']
played with the intention to return an Extra Day Score. o
At the discretion of the National Association, rounds over 9 holes may be .
regarded as Qualifying Rounds (see clause 17.2). N
2.34 QUALIFYING SCORE E
A “Qualifying Score” is any score, including a “No Return”, returned in a <
Qualifying Competition, or any Extra Day Score complying with the require- o
ments of clause 18.
At the discretion of the National Association, scores over 9 holes may be
regarded as Qualifying Scores (see clause 17.2).
2.35 SCRATCH GOLFER
A “Scratch Golfer” is a proficient player with an EGA Exact Handicap of 0.0.
2.36 SLOPE RATING
“Slope Rating” is defined as the mark that indicates the measurement of
the relative playing difficulty of a course for players who are not Scratch
Golfers compared to the Course Rating (i.e. compared to the difficulty of the
course for Scratch Golfers).
Slope Rating is computed from the difference between the Bogey Rating
and the Course Rating (see Appendix A, section 13-3f).
A golf course of standard relative playing difficulty has a Slope Rating of 113.
2.37 TEE
A “Tee” is a teeing area at the beginning of a hole. (see clause 6).
Note: For placement of the movable tee-markers used to designate the
Teeing Ground (Rules of Golf, Definitions) see clause 10.
2.38 USGA
“USGA” is the registered trademark of the United States Golf Association.
2.39 WINTER PERIOD
The “Winter Period” is the period of time, determined by the National As-
sociation or Area Authority during which scores made in the country or a
specified area covered by the National Association or Area Authority will not
be accepted for handicapping purposes.
17
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PART 3. THE GOLF COURSE AND

3.

18
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COURSE RATING
COURSE RATING

3.1 All courses in a country must be rated by the National Association or Area
Authority, if so delegated, according to the USGA Course Rating System
(Appendix A).

3.2 The USGA Course Rating System is the property of the USGA.
National Associations must obtain written authorization from the USGA in
order to use the system. They shall follow all of the procedures exactly as
prescribed the USGA Course Rating Manual. All interpretations are made
by the USGA. No alterations are allowed.

The text in Appendix A of the EGA Handicap System is a modified copy of
the text in section 12 through 15 of the “USGA HANDICAP SYSTEM”
(Effective January 1, 2006 — December 31, 2007).

3.3 For handicapping purposes an Affiliated Club shall only use Course Ratings
and Slope Ratings issued by the authorized National Association or the Area
Authority, if so delegated.

COURSE MEASUREMENT

Each hole must be measured along a horizontal plane from the Distance Point on
each Tee to the centre of the green according to the directions in Appendix A,
section 12.

ALTERATIONS TO COURSES

When permanent alterations have been carried out to a course increasing or
decreasing the length or potentially affecting the playing difficulty, the Affiliated
Club shall request a new Course Rating and Slope Rating from the National Associa-
tion or Area Authority, if so delegated.

TEES

6.1  All courses should have at least two sets of Tees. These Tees should gener-
ally be referred to as Ladies’ Tees and Men’s Tees. There may be addition-
al Tees providing increased or reduced playing length.

6.2 To facilitate the use of the correct Tees the EGA recommends that tee-
markers in use to mark the Teeing Ground should be painted as follows:

Championship Tees - Black
Men’s Back Tees - White
Men’s Standard Tees - Yellow
Ladies’ Back Tees - Blue
Ladies’ Standard Tees - Red
Forward Tees - Orange

@ 19-12-2006 09:34:21
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Note: The EGA recommends to rate the Yellow, Blue, Red and Orange

Courses for both men and women. %
Example: =
- - <

Course Rating and Slope Rating o

L

Tees Men'sCR | Men'sSR | Women's CR | Women's SR %
Black 74.1 136 - - 3

. O

White 73.2 133 - - a

b

Yellow 71.3 129 71.5 143 <

L

Blue 69.5 126 75.4 138 %

Red 66.6 121 71.8 131 3

O

Orange 64.8 101 69.2 112 "

@)

6.3 All Tees shall be of sufficient size to provide a Teeing Ground which O
satisfies the Rules of Golf. Each set of Tees shall have a Distance Point ":::J

placed at the side and opposite the middle of the Tee. —

7. PAR ™
Par is the score that a Scratch Golfer would be expected to make for a given E
hole. Par means errorless play under normal playing conditions, allowing E

two strokes on the green.

The Par figure for each hole shall be printed alongside each hole on the
score card. Par for each hole shall be fixed by the Affiliated Club in relation
to the measured length, the “effective playing length” and the playing
difficulty of each hole and shall be within the following ranges given in

METRES:
Par LADIES MEN
3 - 200 - 225
4 180 - 390 200 - 450
9 0 - + 400 - +

Example: The length of a hole with a dogleg is 430 metres. Depending
upon its “effective playing length”, its pivot point and its average playing
difficulty the hole may be allotted Par 4 or 5 for men.

The total of the Par figures for each hole will not necessarily coincide with
the Course Rating. Par figures are used for Stableford, Par and similar com-
petitions and consequently for handicapping purposes.

Par is not an indicator of the difficulty of a hole or a golf course (See also
Appendix J).

19
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8. PERIOD FOR PREFERRED LIES
8.1  During the Period for Preferred Lies as determined by the National As-
sociation, Handicap Conditions will apply dependent on the adoption and
publication of a Local Rule for “Preferred Lies”.

8.2 “Preferred Lies” require a detailed Local Rule which allows the players
relief as set out in Appendix I, Part B - 3b of the Rules of Golf as follows:
“A ball lying on a “closely-mown area” through the green may be lifted without
penalty and cleaned. Before lifting the ball, the player must mark its position. Hav-
ing lifted the ball, he must place it on a spot within [specify area, e.g. six inches
(15 cmy), one club-length, etc.] of and not nearer the hole than where it originally
lay, that is not in a hazard and not on a putting green.

A player may place his ball only once, and it is in play when it has been placed
(Rule 20-4). If the ball fails to come to rest on the spot on which it is placed, Rule
20-3d applies. If the ball when placed comes to rest on the spot on which it is placed
and subsequently moves, there is no penalty and the ball must be played as it lies,
unless the provisions of any other Rule apply.

Ifthe player fails to mark the position of the ball before lifting it or moves the ball in
any other manner, such as rolling it with a club, he incurs a penalty of one stroke.

* PENALTY FOR BREACH OF LOCAL RULE:
Match Play - Loss of hole; Stroke Play - Two strokes.

* If a player incurs the general penalty for a breach of this Local Rule, no additional
penalty under the Local Rule is applied.”

Note: Handicap Conditions will only apply when the specified area
in the Local Rule is restricted to “within 15 cm”, or such length as
the National Association may decide in exceptional circumstances.

8.3 A Local Rule allowing Preferred Lies may be adopted by the Committee
on one or more, or all 18 holes, when conditions on those holes are so
adverse that improving the lie of the ball would promote fair play. Indis-
criminate and/or standard use of Preferred Lies should be avoided.

Without having posted a detailed Local Rule, it is meaningless for a Com-
mittee to post a notice just saying “Preferred Lies Today”.

It should be remembered that Preferred Lies do not necessarily protect
the course.

9. WINTER PERIOD
9.1 A National Association or Area Authority may adopt a Winter Period t0 be
applied within the whole country or only within a specified area or
region.

9.2 The National Association or Area Authority must declare the duration of the
Winter Period.

20
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9.3 An Affiliated Club must apply the Winter Period established by its National
Association and shall not independently declare a Winter Period.

9.4  Scores made at a golf course located within a country, area or region ob-
serving a Winter Period are not acceptable for handicap purposes.

9.5  Qualifying Scores made at a golf course located in a country, area or region
not applying a Winter Period must be posted at the player’s Home Club for
handicap purposes, even if the player’s Home Club is located in a country,
area or region observing a Winter Period at that time.

10. PERMITTED ADJUSTMENT TO A MEASURED COURSE
10.1 Each Affiliated Club must endeavour to maintain the length of its Measured
Course at all times.

10.2 Handicap Conditions will only prevail if a Measured Course has a measured
length of not less than 2750 metres over 18 holes, or 1375 metres over 9
holes.

10.3 Handicap Conditions do NOT prevail when the length of the course played
varies from the measured length of the Measured Course by more than 100
metres over 18 holes, or 50 metres over 9 holes.

PART 3. THE GOLF COURSE AND COURSE RATING

10.4 In order to maintain the playing characteristics of the course and subject
to the provisions of clause 10.3, the movable tee-markers used to desig-
nate the Teeing Ground (see the Rules of Golf, Definitions) shall not be
placed more than 10 metres in front or 10 metres behind the relevant
Distance Point.

Note: Handicap Conditions do NOT prevail when the tee-markers, under
normal circumstances, are placed outside the above area on more than
two holes.

10.5 Whenever possible, placement of the tee-markers should be balanced so
that the length of the course played is approximately equal to the meas-
ured length from day to day (see Appendix A, 15-2).

21

EGA_Hcp_Int.indd 21 @ 19-12-2006 09:34:22



1 ______IEEm ® [ T [T

PART 4. HANDICAPPING

11. EUROPEAN GOLF ASSOCIATION

11.1 One of the prime objects of the European Golf Association (EGA) is: “To
establish, develop and maintain the EGA Handicap System”. The Executive
Committee of the EGA has delegated that task to the Handicapping & Course
Rating Committee Of the EGA.

11.2 The EGA Handicap System has been designed to achieve uniformity and
equity in handicapping throughout Europe for men and women.
The nature of the game of golf, with its many varying playing conditions,
makes handicapping a relatively inexact operation. However, if the same
principles are sensibly and universally applied by all Handicap Committees, a
high degree of uniformity in handicapping can be achieved. It is therefore
of paramount importance that all parties to the EGA Handicap System fulfil
their obligations.

11.3 The EGA has the overall jurisdiction for the administration of the EGA
Handicap System in Europe.

11.4 The EGA has delegated the jurisdiction for the administration of the EGA
Handicap System in a country to the National Association.

11.5 Policies of National Associations and Affiliated Clubs issuing EGA Handicaps
shall be consistent with the fundamental principles and regulations of the
EGA Handicap System as outlined below and with the Rules of Golf as ap-
proved by R&A Rules Limited.

11.6 Exact Handicaps issued by a National Association or an Affiliated Club not
in full accordance with the EGA Handicap System, may not be called EGA
Handicaps and may not be identified as such on Handicap Certificates.

11.7 The Handicapping & Course Rating Committee of the EGA has the right to
obtain any information related to handicapping from a National Association
at any time.

11.8 Any dispute, doubtful point or complaint regarding the application of the
EGA Handicap System in a country, which cannot be resolved by the Nation-
al Association, shall be made to the Handicapping & Course Rating Committee
of the EGA, which may, at its discretion, carry out such investigation as it
considers appropriate.

The Handicapping & Course Rating Committee of the EGA shall settle any case
referred to it. Its decision is final.
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12. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
A National Association.

12.1 Has the jurisdiction for the administration of the EGA Handicap System
within its own country, subject to the overall jurisdiction of the EGA.

12.2 Shall appoint a sub-committee, the National Handicap Committee, to ad-
minister the EGA Handicap System within its own country.

Note: The National Handicap Committee should consist of at least three
members.

PART 4. HANDICAPPING

12.3 May delegate any part of its jurisdiction to an Area Authority.

12.4 Shall determine the Course and Slope Ratings for all the courses of Affiliated
Clubs and all other courses approved by the National Association for handi-
capping purposes. The Course and Slope Ratings shall be determined accord-
ing to the USGA Course Rating System (see clause 3).

12.5 Shall obtain written authorization from the EGA in order to use the EGA
Handicap System.

12.6 Shall ensure the integrity of the EGA Handicaps issued under its jurisdic-
tion. In order to achieve uniformity in the application of the EGA Handicap
System a National Association shall NOT change or deviate from the regula-
tions of the system.

12.7 May assume the responsibility as Handicapping Authority as it shall direct.

Note: If a National Association assumes the responsibility as Handicapping
Authority it must also perform the obligations set out in clause 14 and 15,
if applicable.

12.8 Has the right to obtain any information related to handicapping from Area
Authorities and Affiliated Clubs at any time.

12.9 Must settle any dispute or doubtful point referred to it. Its decision is final.
If the National Association cannot come to a decision, it must refer the dis-
pute or doubtful point to the Handicapping & Course Rating Committee of the
EGA, whose decision shall be final.

12.10 May determine that adjustments of a player’s Exact Handicap shall be the
responsibility of the player (see clauses 16.5, 16.7 and 22.13).

12.11 Should adopt Extra Day Scores as supplementary scores for handicapping
purposes and shall establish the conditions to be imposed in respect of
Extra Day Scores as provided by clause 18.
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13.
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Note: The EGA strongly recommends the adoption of the Extra Day Scores
by the National Associations.

12.12 Should adopt the Competition Stableford Adjustment procedure contained in
Appendix D.

Note: The EGA strongly recommends the adoption of the CSA system by
the National Associations.

12.13 Shall establish the procedure to record Qualifying Scores.
12.14 Shall determine the Period for Preferred Lies.
12.15 Shall determine the duration of the Winter Period, if applicable (see clause 9).

12.16 May require a successful examination on the Rules of Golf (including
Etiquette) before allotting a player an EGA Exact Handicap.

12.17 Shall establish a procedure to adjudicate upon the suspension of EGA
Handicaps pursuant to clause 23.

12.18 Shall direct the appeal procedure to be made available to a player, who is
dissatisfied with a determination under clauses 23, 25 and 26.

12.19 Should at its discretion direct that EGA Handicaps maintained on the ba-
sis of only three (3) or less Qualifying Scores in a calendar year, shall not
be acceptable for entry into Qualifying Competitions which require an EGA
Handicap.

12.20 May at its discretion restrict increases of EGA Exact Handicaps under clause 22
to 2.0 strokes above the lowest EGA Exact Handicap held in a calendar year.
This restriction shall not apply to an increase under clauses 25 and 26.

12.21 Should audit the Exact Handicap of all players with an Exact Handicap of
Plus 1 and better in order to control a fair entry into National and Interna-
tional Championships which require a maximum Exact Handicap.

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE AREA AUTHORITY

AN Area Authority:

13.1 Shall administer the responsibilities delegated by its National Association.

13.2 Has the right to obtain information related to handicapping from Affiliated
Clubs at any time.

13.3 Shall appoint a committee to perform the duties as prescribed and
delegated.
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13.4 May assume the responsibility as Handicapping Authority as the National
Association shall direct.

14. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE AFFILIATED CLUB

An Affiliated Club:

14.1 Is the Handicapping Authority for all members for whom it is the Home Club,
subject to the overall jurisdiction of the Area Authority (if applicable) and
the National Association.

Exception: A National Association may assume the responsibility as Handi-

capping Authority for the members of all Affiliated Clubs in a country, as it
shall direct.

PART 4. HANDICAPPING

14.2 Shall ensure that the EGA Handicap System is properly applied at the club.
Failure to comply with this requirement would justify the National As-
sociation withdrawing the club’s right to act as a Handicapping Authority or
imposing such conditions as the National Association may consider appro-
priate.

14.3 Shall appoint a Handicap Committee to perform the obligations set out in
clauses 15, 23, 25 and 26, and to ensure the integrity of the EGA Handi-
caps issued by the club.

14.4 Is responsible to ensure that EGA Handicaps are maintained in accord-
ance with the rules laid down in the EGA Handicap System. Any complaint
regarding the application of the system, which cannot be resolved at the
club, shall be made to the National Association, or the Area Authority if so
delegated, which, at its discretion, may carry out such investigation as it
considers appropriate.

If, following such an investigation, it is found that the Affiliated Club is

in breach of its responsibilities, the Affiliated Club shall be directed by the

National Association or Area Authority to rectify matters. Failure to resolve

the matter satisfactorily may justify the National Association declaring that
handicaps at that Affiliated Club are not valid EGA Handicaps.

14.5 Shall retain the handicap records of all members for at least the current
and the previous calendar year.

15. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE HANDICAP COMMITTEE
The Handicap Committee:
15.1 Shall maintain lists in which the names of players must be entered prior

to any Qualifying Round and the Committee shall ensure that all scores
are returned to the Committee including incomplete scores (No Returns).
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15.2 Shall, at the conclusion of each round of a Qualifying Competition calculate
the CS4, if applicable (see Appendix D).

15.3 Shall ensure that the Exact Handicap of each member is recorded as
required by the National Association and made available at all times.

15.4 Shall ensure that all Qualifying Scores are recorded as soon as possible and
that all Exact Handicaps have been correctly calculated in relation to scores
recorded in chronological order.

15.5 Shall, when a member changes his Home Club, inform the new Home Club
of his current Exact Handicap and provide the Handicap Committee of that
club with a copy of the player’s handicap record for the current and previ-
ous year.

15.6 Shall exercise the power to suspend handicaps contained in clause 23 and
the power to adjust handicaps contained in clause 25 and shall advise
players accordingly.

Note: When exercising its powers the Committee shall ensure compliance
with any relevant legal requirements.

15.7 Has the right, on the day of a Qualifying Competition and before the
commencement of play, to declare a round of that competition as a
non-qualifying round because of exceptionally bad weather and/or course
conditions (see also clause 17.3 vii).

Note: The Committee should never deprive a competition of its status
as Qualifying Competition solely to circumvent the regulations of the EGA
Handicap System and prevent counting for handicapping purposes.

Such action is contrary to the Spirit of the EGA Handicap System.

The Committee should give the players the opportunity to return as many
Qualifying Scores as possible.

15.8 Shall, after the end of the year (season), undertake an Annual Handicap
Review of the Exact Handicaps of all members (see clause 26).

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE PLAYER

The player:

16.1 Shall have one Exact Handicap which shall be allotted and record-
ed by his Handicapping Authority. That handicap applies everywhere
including other Affiliated Clubs of which the player is a member.

16.2 If he is a member of more than one Affiliated Club, shall select one Affiliated
Club as his Home Club and notify that club and the others of his choice.
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16.3 Shall not change his Home Club except by giving advance notice of the
change which can take effect only at the end of a calendar year unless he
has ceased to be a member of his Home Club or both Affiliated Clubs agree to
the change taking place at an earlier date.

16.4 Shall ensure that before playing a Qualifying Round his entry is registered
as required.

16.5 Where the provisions of clause 12.10 apply, shall increase or reduce his
Exact Handicap immediately after a Qualifying Round.

16.6 Shall ensure that all Qualifying Scores, whether or not complete, are re-
turned to his Handicapping Authority. If played at an Affiliated Club other
than his Home Club, the player is obliged to report all these scores to his
Home Club.

PART 4. HANDICAPPING

16.7 Shall, prior to playing in any competition at any Affiliated Club, ensure that
appropriate alterations of his Exact Handicap have been made.

16.8 Shall enter his current Playing Handicap on all cards returned after a Quali-
fving Round (Rules of Golf, Rule 6-2b). The player should also, for handi-
capping purposes, enter his current Exact Handicap on the cards, even
though the round may be a scratch competition.

16.9 The player shall return at least four (4) Qualifying Scores each calendar
year to provide his Handicapping Authority sufficient information about his
playing ability to confirm or adjust his EGA Exact Handicap at the Annual
Handicap Review.

Note 1: If a player fails to report at least four (4) Qualifying Scores, in-
cluding No Returns, his EGA Handicap is statistically not reliable, may
not reflect his scoring potential and should normally not be acceptable
for entry into Qualifying Competitions which require an EGA Handicap,
but may be used for social golf and the like. (see clause 22.4 - 22.7).

17. QUALIFYING SCORE

17.1 18-Holes Scores.
The scores to be recorded on a player’s Handicap Record are:

i.  Qualifying Scores as defined, after conversion to Stableford points.
ii. Converted Qualifying Scores within the relevant Buffer Zone or better
from any round abandoned by the Committee or determined “Re-

duction Only” (see 17.3 viii).

iii. Corrected Stableford scores from Qualifying Rounds which are
disqualified for reasons as detailed in Appendix G, Decision 2.3.
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iv.  Qualifying Scores played over 18 holes on a Measured Course altered in
length by not more than 100 metres.

V.  Qualifying Scores played over a Measured Course when a Local Rule for
Preferred Lies is in operation as permitted by clause 8.

17.2 9-Holes Scores.
At the discretion of the National Association, rounds over 9 holes may be re-
garded as Qualifying Rounds and, consequently, the scores may be recorded
as Qualifying Scores.

To be acceptable for handicap purposes, Qualifying Scores over 9 holes shall
meet the following conditions:

i.  With the exception of 17.1 iv, the regulations of clause 17.1 also ap-
ply to Qualifying Scores over 9 holes.

ii.  The 9-holes course shall have a Course Rating and Slope Rating issued
by the National Association.

Note: The Course Rating and the Slope Rating for the front and back 9
holes of an 18-holes course should be calculated as soon as practi-
cable and can easily be derived from the Course Rating and the Slope
Rating of the 18-holes course.

iii. The number of Handicap Strokes a player receives is:
{Ex.Hcp x 9-holes SR / 113 + (9-holes CR - 9-holes PAR x 2)}/ 2

Example: The Exact Handicap of a player is 11.8. He plays the front 9-holes
of a course from the Men’s Back Tees.

Men’s Back Tees
18 holes Front 9-holes Back 9-holes
Course Rating 724 716 73.1
Slope Rating 128 122 131
Par 72 35 37
Handicap Strokes 14 7 6

The number of Handicap Strokes he receives is:
Handicap Strokes ={11.8 x 122 /113 + (71.6-2x35)}/2=
={12.7+1.6}/2=14.3/2=17.1 - rounded downwards = 7 strokes
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Strokes to be taken according to the relevant Handicap Stroke Index. In this

example the odd numbered strokes are allocated to the back 9-holes and %
the even numbered strokes to the front 9-holes. o
o
When playing the front 9-holes, the player receives seven strokes at the S
holes with Stroke Index 2, 4, 6, 8,10, 12 and 14. a
When playing the back 9-holes, the player receives six strokes at the holes <Z(
with Stroke Index 1, 3,5, 7,9 and 11. T
iv. Handicap Conditions will apply provided the length of the 9-holes <
Measured Course is not less than 1375 metres and the course is not =
temporarily altered by more than 50 metres (see Definition 2.19 and %
clause 10). o
v.  Only players with an Exact Handicap in Handicap Categories 3 to 5 may
return scores over 9 holes for handicapping. However, the Nation-
al Association may restrict the Handicap Categories to 4 and 5 or to 5
only.
Vi. A National Association may limit the number of 9-holes Qualifying
Scores in any calendar year.
vii. A player may return a 9-holes Qualifying Score after playing a round of
only 9 holes. The score shall NOT be part of an 18-holes score.
viii. A player may return only one 9-holes Qualifying Score per day.
iX. The player must add 18 Stableford points to the result over 9 holes
to obtain a Qualifying Score which can be recorded on his handicap
record.
In order to identify 9-holes Qualifying Scores, they must be separately
recorded on the player’s Handicap Record (see Appendix B).
X.  The following Buffer Zones apply to Qualifying Scores over 9 holes:
Handicap Category Buffer Zone (Stableford points)
3 35 - 36
4 34 - 36
5 33 - 36
17.3 The following scores shall NOT be accepted as Qualifying Scores:
i.  Scores returned in any four-ball stroke play competition.
ii. Scores returned in any competition in which competitors play in
partnership with another competitor.
29
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iii. Scores returned in competitions over less than 18 holes by players
with an Exact Handicap in Handicap Category 1 and 2, and at the discre-
tion of the National Association in Handicap Category 3, 4 and/or 5 (see
clause 17.2 v).

iv. Scores returned in any competition which is not played under
Handicap Conditions or not in accordance with the Rules of Golf
(e.g. a competition which limits the number of clubs permitted to
less than 14).

v.  Scores returned in events organized by organisations which are not
Handicapping Authorities, unless such events are administered by
or under supervision of an Affiliated Club or have been previously
approved by the National Association or Area Authority as a Qualifying
Competition.

vi. Converted Qualifying Scores below the relevant Buffer Zone from any
round abandoned by the Committee.

vii. All scores returned in a round of a competition which, be-
fore the start of the round, was declared “Non-Qualifying”
(see clause 15.7).

viii. Converted Qualifying Scores below the relevant Buffer Zone from any
round declared by the Committee as “Reduction Only” (R/O).

In countries where the National Association has NOT adopted the CSA
procedure, the committee MUST declare a round “Reduction Only”
when, for whatever reason, less than ten (10) percent of the scores of
the competitors is within the relevant Buffer Zone or better.

In countries where the National Association has adopted the CSA pro-
cedure the competition is deemed to be “Reduction Only” when the
scores indicate that the CSA should be more than three strokes.

Note: The EGA strongly recommends to introduce the CSA
procedure as an additional way of adjusting the Stableford

scores of the players to meet the variability of weather and
course conditions on the day of the competition.
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18. EXTRA DAY SCORES (EDS)

18.1 A National Association may adopt and establish the conditions to be
imposed in respect of Extra Day Scores (clause 12.11).

18.2 An Extra Day Score is a Stableford score returned under Handicap Conditions
other than in a Qualifying Competition. An Extra Day Score, subject to the
provisions of clauses 18.3, 18.4 and 18.5, counts for handicapping pur-
poses.

18.3 Players may mark Extra Day Scores only at such courses as the National
Association shall direct.

PART 4. HANDICAPPING

18.4 Only players with an Exact Handicap in Handicap Categories 2 t0 5 may
return Extra Day Scores for handicapping.

18.5 An Extra Day Score only counts for handicapping when the player, before
starting the round, has registered his name on the EDS Entry List. His
entry shall include the number of holes to be played (9 or 18 Holes) and
such other details as shall be required by his National Association. (E.g. date,
name of Marker, Exact and Playing Handicap, etc.)

18.6 The player shall record the same details as mentioned in clause 18.5 on
his scorecard and he shall return the scorecard signed by the Marker and
countersigned by himself.

18.7 If the player, after registration on the EDS Entry List, does not return his
scorecard, a No Return will be registered for handicapping purposes.

18.8 A player’s Exact Handicap can not be reduced to a handicap in Handicap
Category 1 by returning an Extra Day Score.

Example: A player with an Exact Handicap of 4.7 returns a Extra Day Score
of 41 Stableford points. His Exact Handicap will only be reduced by 0.2
points to 4.5 and not by 0.7 points.

18.9 A National Association may limit the number of Extra Day Scores in any cal-
endar year.

18.10 The EGA strongly recommends the National Associations to adopt Extra Day
Scoresover 9 or 18 holes as supplementary scores for handicapping purposes.

19. PLAYING HANDICAP; EGA PLAYING HANDICAP

19.1 The Playing Handicap is the number of Handicap Strokes a player receives for
a specific set of Tees at the course being played (Definition 2.11)

19.2  If the Playing Handicap is negative (termed a “Plus” Playing Handicap), the play-

er must give Handicap Strokes to the course, commencing at Stroke Index 18.
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20.
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19.3 A player’s Playing Handicap is determined by applying his Exact Handicap to
the EGA Playing Handicap Formula:

Playing Handicap = Exact Handicap X (Slope Rating / 113) + (Course Rating - Par)

The Playing Handicap is expressed as a whole number (0.5 is round-
ed upwards, -0.5 [= “plus” 0.5] rounds upwards to O [scratch] and
-1.5 [= “plus”1.5] to -1 [= “plus”1] ).

19.4 A player’s Playing Handicap may also be determined by applying his Exact
Handicap to an EGA Playing Handicap Table (see Appendix H).

19.5 The Handicap Allowance is the number of Handicap Strokes a player receives
(or gives) in a handicap competition. It is the percentage of the Playing
Handicap determined by the Committee in charge of the competition

19.6 Handicap Strokes are allocated hole-by-hole according to the Handicap Stroke
Index indicated on the scorecard.

19.7 Exact Handicaps may convert to a Playing Handicap exceeding the maxi-
mum Exact Handicap.

19.8 According to the EGA Handicap System a player plays exactly to his handi-
cap when he returns a score of 36 Stableford points.

STABLEFORD

20.1 For handicapping all Qualifying Scores must be converted to Stableford
points based on a Handicap Allowance of 100 % x Playing Handicap.

20.2 The purpose of applying the Stableford point calculation for handicapping
is to reduce the impact of a particularly bad score on a hole which does not
truly reflect a golfer’s playing ability

20.3 For handicapping the Stableford points are awarded in relation to the Par
at each hole as follows:

Net score on a hole Points
More than one over Par or no score returned
One over Par

Par

One under Par

Two under Par

Three under Par

Four under Par

OOk, WNEF O

20.4 For handicapping, players may be requested to calculate their own Stable-
ford points for all their Qualifying Scores (Stroke play, Par and Stableford).
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20.5 Any score in a Par Qualifying Competition MUST be converted into a
Stableford score by adding 36 points to the player’s final result.
Example:
2down -2 + 36
5up : +5 + 36
All square : 0 + 36

34  Stableford points
41  Stableford points
36 Stableford points

20.6 In countries where the system of Competition Stableford Adjustment ap-
plies, the CSA shall be calculated at the conclusion of each round of a
Qualifying Competition by following the procedure set out in Appendix D
(see clausel5.2).

PART 4. HANDICAPPING

21. ATTAINING AN EGA EXACT HANDICAP

21.1 An EGA Handicap may only be obtained by a member of an Affiliated Club,
an individual member of a National Association or an individual player
whose handicap is registered and controlled by a National Association.

21.2 The maximum Exact Handicap is 36.0 for men and women.
An Exact Handicap may convert into a Playing Handicap exceeding this
number.

Note: For “Club Handicaps” of 37 and higher, see Appendix I.

21.3 To attain an EGA Exact Handicap a player shall submit such number of
Stableford scores over 18 holes or 9 holes (see clause 17.2) as the National
Association requires, but not less than three.

A member of an Affiliated Club must play the rounds under Handicap Condi-
tions at his Home Club or any other course recognized and approved by his
Handicapping Authority.

A player who is not a member of an Affiliated Club must play the rounds
under Handicap Conditions on a course of an Affiliated Club or any other
course recognized and approved by the National Association subject to any
directions made by the National Association.

Each score shall be signed by the Marker and countersigned by the player.
At least one of the scores must equal an Exact Handicap of 36.0 or better
(36 or more Stableford points). The best of the submitted Stableford scores
counts for calculating the initial Exact Handicap.

The number of Handicap Strokes the player receives during these rounds is:
36 X (Slope Rating / 113) + (Course Rating - Par)

Example:
The maximum Exact Handicap is 36.
The Slope Rating of the course being played is 125, the Course Rating is
71.3 and the Par is 72. The player receives :
36 x (125 + 113) + (71.3 - 72) = 39.8 - 0.7 = 39.1 = 39 Handicap Strokes
33
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This number can also be determined by applying an Exact Handicap of 36.0
to the Playing Handicap Table of the course being played.

21.4 The initial Exact Handicap must be calculated on the basis of the best
Stableford score returned:

Initial Exact Handicap = 36 - ( best Stableford score - 36 ) x 113 / Slope Rating

21.5 The Handicap Committee may allot a player a lower initial Exact Handicap if
it has reason to consider that a lower Exact Handicap is more appropriate to
the player’s ability.

In exceptional circumstances a higher Exact Handicap may be allotted than
that indicated by the best score.

21.6 When a player fails to return a score justifying an Exact Handicap of 36.0,
he shall NOT be given an Exact Handicap of 36.0.

21.7 The National Association may, at its discretion, require that a player may
only be allotted an EGA Handicap on condition that he has successfully
passed an examination on the Rules of Golf and the Etiquette.

21.8 A player without a handicap shall not be allotted an Exact Handicap in
Handicap Category 1 without the written authority of the National Associa-
tion, or Area Authority if so delegated.

22. ALTERATION OF HANDICAPS
22.1 Definition 2.17 divides Exact Handicaps into five Handicap Categories.

22.2  All Qualifying Scores shall be entered on the Handicap Record as Stableford
points. The Handicap Committee shall record the player’s Qualifying Scores
in chronological order.

22.3 A player’s Handicap Record shall contain:

i. the date of event

ii. the date of entry

iii. the Stableford score (9-holes scores and 18-holes scores shall be re-
corded separately)

iv. the Competition Stableford Adjustment (if applicable)

v. the adjusted Stableford score (if applicable)

vi. the revised Exact Handicap

vii. such other information as may be required by the relevant National
Association (see Appendix B).

22.4 Aplayer shall return at least four (4) Qualifying Scores each calendar year to
provide his Handicapping Authority with the necessary information about
his playing ability in order to properly maintain his Exact Handicap in ac-
cordance with the provisions of clause 22.8 — 22.15 and to be able to adjust
and confirm his Exact Handicap at the Annual Handicap Review.
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22.5 Only the following Exact Handicaps shall be maintained in accordance with
the provisions of clause 22.8 - 22.15 :

i.  Exact Handicaps adjusted and/or confirmed at the Annual Handicap
Review on the basis of four (4) or more Qualifying Scores in the past
year.

ii.  Exact Handicaps maintained on the basis of four (4) or more Qualifying
Scores in the present year.

iii. Exact Handicaps attained in the past or the present year in accordance
with clause 21.

iv. Exact Handicaps that have again been reactivated for competition golf
after the player has complied with the requirements of clause 22.7.

Such Exact Handicap shall be clearly marked with an asterisk * on the play-

er’s Handicap Record and Handicap Certificate to indicate that his Exact

Handicap is correctly maintained on the basis of sufficient current data and

acceptable for entry into any Qualifying Competition which requires an EGA

Handicap. (see Appendix G, Decision 5.1).

PART 4. HANDICAPPING

22.6 An Exact Handicap based on only three (3) or less Qualifying Scores in the

past calendar year is based on insufficient current data and cannot reli-
ably be verified. In the absence of adequate and necessary information for
adjustment and revision, that handicap may not truly reflect the scoring
potential of the player. As such Exact Handicap is insufficiently active, it
shall remain unchanged at the Annual Handicap Review. In the following
year the Exact Handicap shall NOT be adjusted anymore in accordance with
the provisions of clause 22.8 — 22.15.
An “inactive” Exact Handicap - at the discretion of his Home Club, any other
Affiliated Club or his National Association - should NOT be acceptable for
entry into any Qualifying Competition which requires an EGA Handicap, but
may be used for social golf (competitions) and the like (see Appendix G,
Decision 5.1).

22.7 An Exact Handicap which is not active anymore will again be activated
for competition golf and maintained in accordance with the provisions of
clause 22.8 - 22.15, as soon as the player has returned three (3) scores un-
der Handicap Conditions in the following year. His new Exact Handicap will
be calculated on the basis of his last Exact Handicap and the three returned
scores.

Note 1: The Handicap Committee shall review the player’s newly calculated
Exact Handicap in accordance with the requirements of clause 25.

Note 2: If a Handicap Committee permits a player to compete in Qualifying
Competitions at his Home Club in order to return scores to reactivate his Exact
Handicap, he should normally not be able to win a prize.

22.8 Ifaplayer returns a Qualifying Score within his relevant Buffer Zone his Exact
Handicap remains unchanged.
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22.9 |If a player returns a Qualifying Score with less Stableford points than his
Buffer Zone or records a No Return, his Exact Handicap is increased by 0.1
for Handicap Category 1 to 4, and by 0.2 for Handicap Category 5.

22.10 If a player returns a Qualifying Score of 37 Stableford points or more, his
Exact Handicap is reduced by an amount per Stableford point in excess of
36, the amount per point being determined by his Handicap Category.

22.11 Exact Handicaps shall be adjusted as follows, with reference to the handicap
adjustment table, Appendix C:

Buffer Zone Stableford-points | Subtract for each
Handicap EGA Exact below the point above 36
Category Handicap 18-holes 9-holes Buffer-zone : Stableford-
scores scores Add only points:

1 - 44 35-36 - 0.1 0.1

2 45 - 114 34-36 - 0.1 0.2

3 115 - 184 33-36 35-36 0.1 03

4 185 - 26.4 32-36 34-36 0.1 04

5 26.5 - 36.0 31-36 33-36 02 05

For example:

If a player on 11.2 returns a Stableford score of 32 points, his Exact Handi-
cap becomes 11.3. If he then returns a Stableford score of 42 points, his
Exact Handicap is immediately reduced by 6 times 0.2 = 1.2, i.e. to an Exact
Handicap of 10.1.

22.12 When a player’s Exact Handicap is to be reduced so that it goes from a
higher Handicap Category to a lower Handicap Category, it shall be reduced
at the rate appropriate to the higher category only so far as brings his Exact
Handicap into the lower category and the balance of the reduction shall be
at the rate appropriate to the lower category.

For example:

If a player on 19.1 returns a Stableford-score of 42 points, his EGA Exact
Handicap is reduced as follows:

19.1-(2x0.4)=19.1-0.8 =18.3

18.3-(4x0.3)=18.3-1.2 =17.1

22.13 Subject to any determination made pursuant to clause 12.10, increases
and reductions of a player’s Exact Handicap shall be made and registered by
the Handicapping Authority on the day the Qualifying Score becomes known
to the Handicapping Authority.
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Note: A National Association may determine that adjustments of a player’s
Exact Handicap shall be the responsibility of the player (see clause 12.10)
and that increases and reductions of his Exact Handicap shall be made im-
mediately after the Qualifying Round b